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SELLDORF ARCHITECTS
DAVID ZWIRNER

NEW YORK

Once Manhattan’s warehouse sector, Chelsea is today a contemporary art gallery district. But with the
rise of the High Line and the high-end residential buildings it has attracted, Chelsea might be something
else tomorrow—which is why the galleries that are committed to staying are either consolidating or
expanding. David Zwirner, one of New York's four mega-giant galleries, is leading the charge for more
space with its new 30,000-square-foot gallery building.

Designed by local firm Selldorf Architects, the building’s exposed concrete facade references the
neighborhood’s industrial past while also projecting its own modern pragram. The museum-quality
(and museum-sized) exhibition space includes a column-free, 5,000-sguare-foot ground-floor gallery
with a nearly 19-foot-high ceiling— built for showcasing a range of works by some of the world’s
most innovative artists. The concrete floors and sawtooth skylights in this gallery extend the industrial
language of the facade into the primary program space.

A skylit stairwell rises all five levels of the building, connecting primary and secondary galleries with
the building’s other function: as a working office for art dealers, art handlers, artists, and art assistants.
Selldorf’s sliding teak system for the storefront engages both curious passersby and committed
collectors, establishing an inviting portal into the neutral context of the white-cube space. The architects’
selection of materials and textures balances the requirements for inward- and outward-facing spaces
meant for private work and public exhibition alike. “Even in New York, where so many buildings are
really background buildings, this fits in really well with what’s going on in the street and avoids being
just another drab gallery,” juror Cathy Lang Ho said. x.c.
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